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TABLE 5.7   DSM-ffl-R Diagnostic Criteria for Primary Degenerative Dementia of the Alzheimer Type and Dementia
Primary Degenerative Dementia of the Alzheimer Type
A.    Dementia (see p. 107).
B.    Insidious onset with a generally progressive deteriorating course.
C.    Exclusion of all other specific causes of Dementia by history, physical examination, and laboratory tests.
Note: Code 331.00 Alzheimer's disease on Axis HI.
Dementia
A.   Demonstrable evidence of impairment in short- and long-term memory. Impairment in short-term memory (inability to learn new information) may be indicated by inability to remember three objects after five minutes. Long-term memory impairment (inability to remember information that was known in the past) may be indicated by inability to remember past personal information (e.g., what happened yesterday, birthplace, occupation) or facts of common knowledge (e.g., past Presidents, well-known dates).
B.    At least one of the following:
(1)    impairment in abstract thinking, as indicated by inability to find similarities and differences between related words, difficulty in defining words and concepts, and other similar tasks
(2)    impaired judgment, as indicated by inability to make reasonable plans to deal with interpersonal, family, and job-related problems and issues
(3)    other disturbances of higher cortical function, such as aphasia (disorder of language), apraxia (inability to carry out motor activities despite intact comprehension and motor function), agnosia (failure to recognize or identify objects despite intact sensory function), and "constructional difficulty" (e.g., inability to copy three-dimensional figures, assemble blocks, or arrange sticks in specific designs)
(4)    personality change, i.e., alteration or accentuation of premorbid traits
C.    The disturbance in A and B significantly interferes with work or usual social activities or relationships with others.
D.   Not occurring exdusively during the course of Delirium.
E.    Either (1) or (2):
(1)    there is evidence from the history, physical examination, or laboratory tests of a specific organic factor (or factors) judged to be etiologically related to the disturbance
(2)    in the absence of such evidence, an etiologic organic factor can be presumed if the disturbance cannot be accounted for by any nonorganic mental disorder, e.g., Major Depression accounting for cognitive impairment
Criteria for severity of Dementia:
Mild: Although work or social activities are significantly impaired, the capacity for independent living remains, with adequate personal hygiene and relatively intact judgment.
Moderate: Independent living is hazardous, and some degree of supervision is necessary.
Severe: Activities of daily living are so impaired that continual supervision is required, e.g., unable to maintain minimal personal hygiene; largely incoherent or mute.
SOURCE: American Psychiatric Association, 1987, pp. 107 and 121.iley, A. (19
